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OPERA'!'IOJlS OF '1m: 18'1' JIII.Rllllll DlVISIOJI' 
A'!' PEULIU, PALAU. ISLA:RDS, l5 SlCP'!'D

. BER - 30 OCTOBER 1944 
(WJSTEHN PAO!FIO CAJIPAIGJJ) 

(Personal lllXper ienoe of. a . Bitb · OOlllpa.ay COJIII.8ll4er) 

;rN'1'1!QPUC'liON 
. -, - . 

At the elld ot August 1944, the forces tba t had beea 

driving through the Central Paoi:tio were au:t:tering :f'rom a 

dearth of troops. '!'he K~rianas Opera Uon had so depleted. 

their available divisions that the 'lth Amy Divisioa was the 

only veteran division available :f'or use in an operatioa. (1) 

The one uari.lle Division that·was capable o:t imae4iately 

uadertaldug an opera twn was the 1st Marine· Divisioa whiell 

was under th.e OGJIIIlaad o:t General Douglas Mae.Arthv ill tile 

South-west PBoifio !beater o:t Operatiens. Soaetiae before 

(2) this, a swap or traa.e llld evidently materialized - some

tiae shortly a:tter tlle lst Division' a eoapletion ot tlae Cll:pe . 
' . . . 

Gloucester (Map A) oeapaign und.er Ge.ll-era! "Eruef!lr o:f' ~he. 6th· · 

Aaerioaa ArJtrf. The Mavy would l'.'egilia the lst Marine Diviaien 

and u-. it to pretut the Phillppinu Operatiea. 

'!'he 8itue.tion was this: General Uae.Arthur was :tinally 

alla.ost in a position to realize his goal o:t the entire war 

:troa Port Moresby up through Bew Guinea 1 his '*retvn to the . . . 

Philippines." !be Bavy Command in the Central PBeitie, with 

its troop paucity was in a position to readily oontom to 

MacArthur 's plans to rete ke the Philippines although they 

apparently would baTe preferred a thrust directly into the . . 

Ryukyus, had they md the aoessary troops. (3) 
. . . . . 

1 

It beo0111e readily apparent, when it was seen that this 

operation was mutually acceptable, that a base would be ued

ed within :tighter and light boaber range o:f' the Philippiaes. 
' . 

(1),. (2) , (3) A-9, p. 39-40 • 



(Map A) also it was very desi.rable, if mt absolutely nec

essary that the Navy have a suitable anchorage in the Western 

Carolinas for its supply trains. (4) 

Upon a perusal of the maps, the P8leus (Map A) were 

thought to be consistent witk the objectives, enuaerated above. 

Peleliu am Auguar (Map B) 9ffered locations for airfields 

and there was a deep water anchorage within the reef~ the 

north, once Kossol Passage (Map B) was cleared of mines. This 

reef encircled the islands of tbt PaJ_au Group with the excep

tion of Auguar, and was seventy-seven (7'7) miles long ad 

twenty (20) miles wide. Also in the Western oaroliMs were 

Yap and Ulithi (Map A) which were originally included i.D. the 

plan. Ulithi had an excellent anchorage and was held Olilly in 

battalion strength. ll:lp was a major base and was held by 

about 8,000 dapanese. (5) 

The P8laus in the Jap•s· hands were also a potential 

three t to MacArthur's lines of communications tor a Philip

pin~!' operation. These islands are only about 530 miles east 

of the Southern Philippines and fro.m there, the Jape could 

have harassed MacArthur's shipping, which wwld come ~rim.ari

ly frOIIl the Admiralties and Dutch New Guinea. (6) (Map A). 

The largest of the palau group is Babelthuap ~tthe. 

ncr th of the chain, which was garrisoned by between 30,000 

and 40,000 troops according 1x:l various estimates. However, 

this island was adaptable tD a stroDg defense over a fair 

sized land mass, and its possession would not preclude dap 

activity in the remainder of the Palaus. '!'he possession of 

Peleliu aDd Ul.e operation of its airfield would permit us 

to neutralize the Palau cbaia. (7) Ofap B) 

(4), (5), A-9, p. 39-40; (6), A-8; (7) A-8, P• 297. 



Peleliu itself is a low-lying. relatively flat island 

roughly six to seven miles in length alld two miles wide at 

its widest ,point. which is on the south where the airfield 

is situated. It is a coral islalld surrounded by a shallow 

reef some thl'8e to seven hw:dred ,ards in width. It is some .. 

wte. t in the shape of a "Y". . '!!I.e nor'llll-western peninsula • ·or 

upper +eft am of the "Y" • has a ridge or aeries of hills 1"1Ul

n1!8 along it. The upper right arm ot the "Y" is low and 

swampy. covered in parts with dense .aangrove. The airfield 

is situa tell on the main body ot the "Y". whew the isl.alld 

is widest. The .wa ture of the terrain lent itself readily to 

a.irtield construction as the grou.ad is porous and there was 

plenty of coral tar surfacing. The hills unfartu.wately lent 

thl!lllselves readUy to tunneling also. The coral structure· 

te.d been worn by water to liiUstone, which was not too dif

ficult for tba ;rapaaese to 110rll: with. '!'he hills were per

meated with numerous natural caves, and tllese were improved 

into strongpoints, observation and command points, living 

quarters, storage rooms, and tWlll8ls. Bolle of these caves 

te.d as many as six to eight decks. Water could be obtained 

from the drippings ott stalaetites. There were aUilerous 

entrances which wC" e protected by blast walls of' coral or 

concrete. (8) 

The 'el3811ly order of battle obtained in tba Saipan Oper

tion (Kap A) indicated that there were roughly between 10,000 

and 11,000 troops on Peleliu; consisting of A'1!114'f and Ravy 

elem.ents. 

The ;rapanese anticipa1;fl4 that the Western carolius were 

to be attackBd. They placed Lt.--Gen. ll'loue ia oo•mand of 

(8), A-5, 1'7, 18. 



Yap-Ulithi-Palau. He was very thorough in his pla.D.Ili.ng aDd 

preparation as will later be seen• He was able t-o benefit 

tram reports of ;rap eyewitnesses ot the Sftipan Ope!Btio11.. He 

immediately withdrew the small force fraa Ul!tll. a.a.d con

centrated on preparatioDS in the rest of llis eoualld. (9) 

Gli2f.BRAL SI!JAUOI! 

'!'he gen.,al situatio.a. was: tm First Mar iDe l)ivJ:a1o.a. · 

was to take Peleliu Island, alii. the Slst Arrq Di'ri eiu was 

ordered to take ~uar (Kap B). Airfields would be developed 

.·~llil4 ~ the reaaillder of tm Western Carolinas neutralized, 

~-[. permitting air support of the Philippines CS..paig.a.. 

At any rate tbe right flank: of this .invasion WOllld be secv.red. 

'1'ha idea of attacking aDd seizillg Yap had bee abando.a.ed, h.\ 

Ulithi wa.!J to be seized after the Peleliu-AJ18UBr affairs, pro

bably by the 8lst DiVision as 1 twas estiDPted tbat tbey 

wcu.ld have o.D.ly an i:atantry battalion, reinforced by1'oUl' 

tanks a.D.d a battery of artille17. (10) 

SPEClAL SI'l'UA '!'IOJI' PLADING 

Tne first official notice the First Marine Division had 

of the forthcomi.ng opel'll tion wa• on the receipt of the Joint 
. . 

Chiefs of Staff stua,, "Concept of the Palau Operatio.a." on 

3 June, 1944. (11) 

After the Xew Britain campaign (ilap A) the didaioa went 

to Pavuvu Island, in the Russell Islands in Mafil 1944, and 
' 

proceeded to build a new camp, as tbey bad stapd tor the New 

Britain ~erationin New Guinea; where, incidentally, they 

bad also to construct a CBJIIp, thereby losing valuable time . 

fr.om tra ining. ( 12 ) • 

(9) A-9, p. 41; (10) 
sollll Knowledge. 

a-9. p. 1'3; (11) A-1, P• 1; (12) Per-
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Here at panvu, was initiated tb& first atte.~&pt at 

rota.tioa in accordance with plaas that had beea published. 

some 4,000 men aDd officers were replaced and shipped home. 

This, ot course, lett the division with quite a traiaing pro

blem on ,its hands. In additioa to the norraal attrition trOll 

tbe previous operation, it :bad to ass1milate and traia 4,000 

additional .aew_ men, mast ot whom had had AO prior cO.raba t ser

vice. However, it is de•ed to have beea beDSficial to the 

morale Gt even those c<abat ve.terans whom it was impossible 

to rotate at this time. (13) 

'!'he concept ot this operatio.u we.s radicall.J different 

trca anything the division had yet encoutered. 'flw Guadal

canal operation llad beea pr:lmarily deteuive with limited 

objectiTe attacks o:nJ.y in ;lu.ngle terraia. '!'he cape Gloa

cester (New Britain) Celllpaiga had 'bee.a. l'\oupt solely ia lMIIYJ 

jUIIgle duril:lg the aonsooa seasoa. · The. Pelelia assault was 

to be an aaphibious assault oa a !lllla11 coral 1s1a.11d surrou.Dd

ed by a fringing rest. (14) 

'!he Cnmi!IBTJ ding General aad his staff begaa their pla.a

ni:ag on the receipt of tlle concept. '!'his operation called 

tor the use ot ·a variety ot oeea.a-going vessela - APA' s, 
AP1 S,·APH1 S, .Alt'S, LS'!''S, and LSD'S. All ot these Teasels 

were familiar to the division, ba.t aueh training would be 

required to utilize thea properly. (15) 

It was planned tOlland theassault intantry battalions 

and tla artillery in LVT'S (Amphibious 'l'l"actors) aDd DUD'S 

(AIIlphibious 'l'l"ucks). 'l'hese 811.phibious vehicles would be 

transported to the landing area in LST'S (Landi:ag Ships, 

Ta.llk:s) and embarlmd ott sllore..-througll the bow doors. 'l'he 

(13) Personal lriloirledge; (14) A~9, p. l; (15) A-1 and Per
so.ual Knowledge.· ., 
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artUle17, up to 105111M, could be unloaded asllore by the use 

ot A-tr8lllla aounted on other DUD'S. 

b tanka would be loaded into LOT'S (Landing Cratt;, 

Ta.nlcs) traasported in the LSD'S (Landing Ships, Dock:) to the 

'landing area. '!'here the dry docks would be tloo4e4, the 

LOT'S launcbed, and the LC'l''S land the tanks on the fringing 

reets. (16) 

The overall troop comm.am in the Palaus Operation would 

be III Phib (Amphibious) Corps, which was thea engaged ill the 

'Marianas Operation. Corp•' planning sectioa bad .II.OYed to 

Pearl Harbor m be near 1tJ-1n .Amphibious Foree (Ba.TJ). (1'1) 

Because ot a delay in the wind-up ot the 'Mariaus Oper

ation the Palau Operation was delayed due to lack ot ship

ping. A new-concept was torlllUlated and issued to all eom

aands. (18) 

Rear Adalliral Fort arriTed at PaTUTU. He was COIIIIRa.Dder, 

Western Attack: Force, and also commanded Group 5, .Amphibious· 

Force, Pacitic Fleet. He, the Commanding Ge118r&l, Jl'aj. 
•, 

Gemral Wa. H. Rupertus, and their st&:ttaJeonterred on the 

diTision•s sche• ot maneuTer. The A41liral was thereb:r en

abled to detemi.Jie tbe requireae.llts on his 1'oroe to•,place the 

diTision ashore. Landiag sites aJil the po88ib111t:r ot clear

iDs reet obstacles with the use ot JI'&Tf uaderwater deaolitioa 

teazas were also the subject ot discussioa. (19) 

· '!'he number ot ships to be aade avai J.able was a matter ot 

much conjecture and it was not till 12 August, 1944 that this 

iaportant matter was tinally detemined. 

Details ot· boat allooatioa, the la.Dding plaa, alld coatrol 

ot bca t waves were :tro:a.ed 011 t --w1 th the commander ot the trans-

port division and his ste:l;'tt • 
(16)-A-l and Personal Knowle~; (i7) A-9, p. 2; (18)(19) A-l, 
P· a. e 



Operation Plan, Bo. l-44 of: the lst Division was 

issued on 15 August 1944 at:ter Wester• Landing Force's 'l'lsk 

Group 36.1 plan was received on 10 August. Howenr, tlw 

division was not able to issue the communication annex, nav

al gunt:ire plan, and air support plan ~··until 23 August be• 

cause of a delay in the Noeipt of the higber echelon. counter

parts fro• Westera Landi ag Force. 

The division's operation plaa called tor three reg111le11.ta . 
landing abreast, on a 2200 yard beach on the south-west coast 

of: Peleliu. 'rbey were to land in LVT' s preoeeded by a waTe 

of LV'l'tA) 1 S (taming Vehicle 'l'raclced, Arlllored). Fast carrier 

task forces were to begin strikes on. D-9 and continue thelll 

through D Day. i'JJe :aaval support forces would bomb and shell 

the target trOll ~· tUl the troops were established on the 

beach. (20) 

The maneuver once asbore was orgallized with the 1st 

V:J1.ar1ne Regiment and 5th J1.8rine Reg1.11.8nt pivoting to the lett r/ ~nd adva.acing to the aorta. .The 7th marine Regilll.eat was to 

~ ~pivot to the right and clear out the soathera portion of the 

J 1\ isla pd. Naesebu•-=- (Jlap 0) a small isla.ud conta 1nhg a amall, 

r ·~ 1undeveloped airstrip' just ott the north-western finger of 

L .. r "~ ''J •J\ 
~· ~ l 

c~ 

Peleliu, 110uld be attaok&d on order, probablJ by the div-

ision reserve. '!'his reserve was to ooasist prilll.arily of one 

battalion of the 'lth llari.D.es. (21) 

· Upon tale capture of Peleliu, aD4 R~eh'Ult'' 1 the plan 

called tor the division to be relieved by Amt Garrison For

ces. (22) 

On 5 August the division's Ela.barJmtioll. warning Order was 

1uued and loading began on U...J.ugust •. Seventeen transports 

(20) (21) (22), A-1, p. 3. 



a.Dd two LSD'S were loaded by 26 August and thirty LST'S by 

31 August. 

Training actually began on 2 June on receipt ot the 

concept ot the operation and was handicapped trom .its incep

tion by poor training areas and by tlll necessity ot ooastru

cti.ng the camp. 

However June was devoted to small unit exercises and 

Jul:y saw the battalions and regim.ents conducting landing ex

ercises. All. units com.ba t-tired their weapons and much work 

was do.r» on tank-iritantry-artillery coordination. (23) 

The division was given the respoasibil.ity tor orgaaiziag 

and training an amphibious tractor battalion and an armored 

amphibious tractor battalion. The shortage ot tractors was 

alleviated by tbe arrival ot the 8th Amphibious Tractor Bat

talion. (24) 

The division's advanced training was completed in mid

August. 

Two new weapons were received duri.Dg this pel'iod. The 

tirst was the Navy Ilk:. I flame-thrower which was mounted on 

an LV'l'. Tbe other was the shoulder tired mortar tor tiriDg 

mortar shells into lmbrasures,which bid been developed by a 

Marine Warrant otficar. (25) 

During this period, the infantry battalions tormed 

assault platooDS,rougbly sixt:y men in the platoon, one plat

oon per .battalion. The platoon was equipped with the batta-
. ' 

lion's flame-throwers, rocket-launchers, and demolition kits. 

'l'la theory was that by pooling these weapons, their use 

could be concentrated whereter ta the battal.ioa they were most 

(23) A-1, · p. 4; (24) A-1, p. 5; (25) A-1, p. 6 and Personal 
Dowledge. 

10' 
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needed; and by augmenting the rifle platoons, assault teams 

could be thereby formed. In addition, fuel supply was a big 

problea for the flame throwers, and it was felt that some of 

the weapons would always be available with full loads by 

pooling them tor llll'lintenaace and supply. 'l'he uait waderwent 

intensive training, both in the .uaeoll.anics of operatimg its 

weapons and in tactics with the rifle company. (26) 

The vic 1n1 ty of PaVU'I'u was thiclcly covered with rain 

rarest (jungle), swampy in places and therefore poorl7 suited 
.. 

to the training of tl» division. These ooll4itioas aeee:ssUat-

ed the tranaportiDB ot units to nearby islands tor soae pba

ses of training. The boat supply was inadequate and sutt~-
'-"" 

oient boats were never obtained. (2'7) 

The trainiDg ot the division was clillll'lxed by two div

ision landing exercises with Task Force 33l ia the Esperance 

area on Guadaloanal. (Map A) on 2'1-29 August. A sllore par

ty e:urcise was held at 'l'etebf, Guadaloanal on 3 Septeaber. 

The landing exercise eaphasized naval, air, aDd g~ COEau-
. ' 

J1icatiou,control during ship-to-shore movement, regaining 

control ashore, aDd shore party control. (28) 

THil: APPROACH 

The route ot approach from Guadaloanal to Peleliu was 

ge.D&rally parallel to the north coast· of !lew Guinea. (Kap A) 

and covered a distance ot approxillll'ltely 2,100 miles. The 

LB'f group lett Guadaloanal oa 4 September ia a ooavoy with 

a speed ot '1.'1 knots. '.!he transport group departed GuaCI.al

canal O.ll 8 September at a speed of 12.1 kao ts. ( 29) 

Coapol!d tio.ll 1st )Iarine D1vis1oa (Reiz«.): 

1. 1st )(ariu Regta. t ( In:tau:t:ry) 

(26) Personal Knowledge; (2'1) PeriiiOne.l Knowledge; (28) A-1, 
p. '1; (29) :A-1, P• B. ll 



2. 5th Katlu lle~•ut (IDt'antrJ) 

3. 7th :Marine Regillot (IIltaat:ey) 

4. lltll. Kari.Jie Regiaeat (ArtillerJ) 

5 • l.at 'l'aDit Ba ttalioa 

6. lst PiUeer Battalion 

a. 

'· 
10. 

lst Mow 'J.'raaaport Battalion 

lst Serri.oe Battalioa . .. ' 

ln .-.:-t.a'1Battal1011. 

DiYi~ioa Headquarters Battalion 

Attaohe4: 

l~; l8t Aa~iUOlll 'l'ractor Battalion 
\ ' . - . . . . - . - - .. . . 

2. 6th .Aaphibiou '!'l"aotor Bl!l ttalioa 

3. 8th AaphibiollS 'l'l'aotor BattaliQa 

4. 5r4 Amored Aaphibiou• 'l'l'aotor Battalion 

IS. 4154th Aaphibiaae 'J.'ft$ COJlp&DJ' 

&. 456th AaphibiOlll 'fruck CoapanJ' 

7. Speoia~ Laad.iag cra:f't UDi t #32. 

8! 3rd BJ:l• III Phib Corps Ar11lllerJ" (155 D Howitl!Oer&) 

9. Stll Ba, III Phib Corpl Artillel'J' (l55Mil GWI.II) - Btry. "0" 

10. lK0-3 

11. III Phib Corps Air Delivery Section 

12. 4th ;!'oint Assault Signal CGIII.p&DJ' 

13. 2nd Radio Intelligence Platoon 

14. 4th war Dog Platooa 

15. 5th war Dog Plato on 

16. 5th Separate Wire Platoon 

17. &th Sepa1'6 te Wire Platoon 

18. 12th Jlari ae AAA Bat talioa 

19. 17th :laYal Construction Battalioa 

20. 331'4 lfnal co:utructioa Battalioa 



21 • . 73rd Raval ooastraction Battalion 

22. l6tb Field Depot 

23. VIIF 114 ( Grouad echelon) 

24. VJU' 121 (Ground echelon) 

25. VJU' 122 (Ground eclaeloa) 

26. VIO' (R) 541 (Ground echelon) 

27. Argus 20 

28. Garr ieo a Bee. ell Party (B) 

29. OommunicatU!a (lf) A-3 

30. Ial111J1d CCI.llllllad (aclvaaoe eoheloa) (30) 

Total strength ot the d1 vision (reiatorcH.) eabarlted 

tor Pe~eliu was 28,484. 

i!le divisma was aow trained, equippeil, loaded ad on 

its way. It was tl"ained as well as ita ottioera oou.ld train 

it With tbe taoUities available. It was equipped aa well as 
. . 

aJIY. troops anywhere have ever beea equipped, l:laite4 only 111 

shipping a.ld t3Le. Its weapons, olotbing aa4 accoutre

uats were the best that ta aost iad'llstrialized aatioa the 

world has ever kl\011!A oQlld pmduoe. 
- - ;; 

'.ftlere lli4 been hitches in the trailaing a.D.d equipping; 

they were still short 90 pack type tlaae-throwers. (31) 

The characteristics of t!le various ships bad DOt arrive4 

in tiae to ~operlY\~1~ the loading with the re11111lt .that 

plaaa had to be changed upoa arrival ot the ships toJ;" load

iag. (32) 

It would be well to aote here that ship's oharaoter

istica wh1 ell are forwarded to a u.ai t tor plauing purposes 

so often are different whea the ship actually arrives oa the 

sceae. '!'he. ship 11/ls rueryeil a hold tor ship's ~tor!• or 

(30) A-1 1 p. 10-11; (31) A-1, p. 201 (32) A-1, P• 20. 



haa loaded extra boats topside, thereby cuttiag dowa her 

cargo ca_paoity; lut has aot bothered 1D enter these tacts 

in the ship's characteristics. 

Lite aboard the LS'l''S was TeJ.'Y tedious tor the aasaul1; 

battalions euat te to Peleliu. · '1'l1e veterau were woaderiag 

it this was gat~ w be as rough as Ca_pe -oucester or 

Gua4alcaaal. '1'.ba Dew .replac-.eata were woaderiag it' it 

would be as tough as the Teteraas said that Cape Gloucuter 

aad Guadalcaaal ware. 

m:a: IAJDIIG 

At Ul.e first grey light on D-Day, 15 Septem.ber 1944, 

all haads were topside w watch the tire npport ships aad 
. - . 

planes put o:a. the show that eT&J.'Y•OU preseat k:_.. was ba.t a 
' . -

prelude to the main act, their act. '!'hey were li.ned ap at 

tlil8 starbOard rails of the LS'l''S and oou:j.d see a low blue 

hllaock o:a. the horizon orer the starboard bow, which meaat 

that the ships were making their final approach tl'om t]la 

south-west. 

'!'his was the t'Oilrth dSJ of shelliag !'rom surtaoe ves

sels aid the teath day ot aerie.l. bcmbiag. '!'he llaTJ was real

l:r saturatiag. tlle illl.aad •. 

'!'here was JRUcb. COlljectUl*& a~ the troops as t(l. the 

ettectiveaess of the pralillliaar:r boJII.biag aad flhelliag. 
- - ~ . '• 

At 0832 the first wave hit the beach. ()lap C). 'l'bis 

wave was the amored amphibious tanks or LV'l'(A)'S. 'l'b.e:r 

had successtull1' negotiated the reef lilt were bavillg a harl 

Ume on t:be 'beaCh because of e.a abrupt coral ridge just ott 

the beach. (33) 

(33) A-9, P• 40. 



.I 

blillll.billg, but reactect hiftly wbB.III. the landis.g waves started 

uto tli.e beach. JUst prior to the first wavers hitti.ag t)le 

beach, the Lei'S (I.a.lll.di.lll.g eratt, Iatantcy) JRO\Ut.tiq roo~t 

J.a.uehfi's had put ia clOse iashfl)re aad lauclle4 about 8,000 

rockets onto the beaches and just iala.111.d. As soOB as this 

f'i.ri.ag had beea cem.pleted aad the treepa approaoll.e4 tile 

be&tlt., the Jap .tire begaa. Artillery aad JllOrtar. shells 

started laading all aloag tbe outer edge of · tl!.e reef ad tlt.e.D. 

••••4 to wa+Jt inlaad. (34) 

Wlt.u the first waves of troops la.U.ed, they :rail iato ill-

JRediate difficulty; scattered Jap 'reaiata.D.ee was ut ea tlt.e 

beach itself. (35) Oll the extrem.e lett fl8Jt.k of the u,.,. 
. -- ..o:.~ --·- . 

isio.a beach a bBavy fire f~ght u.-a. · .. •$; eriUoal~rrela, 
feature's beiDg contested was a mgged. coral peiat f'rOIR wlt.idl . 

the Japs began enfilading the ellti"re north half of_ the d.~T

iaioa beach. 'lhe eom.paay whic.b. 18J!ldM tare eaptared tlt.8 

moll in sl!Drt order talti.ng severe casualties_ ia so d.eiq, 

aad were preseatly isolated f'ro.m. the division. 

The issue was in doubt for at least twenty-four hears; 
. - ... 

however. contact was regained with. the rest of' 'the diTisief 

GP. D pllls l, __ atter tlae co.m.pany had held out agai.ut aaer-

0\18 oouater .ttacks the mgb.t of' D-Day. (:55) 

Ill the ceater of the beach, the 5th Jlariaes got Sl&h•re 

against light beach resistaaee, 

ly raa iato stiffer resiataace. 

puslled iala.i1.d, aaa illuud.iate-
1'~ ~-14"-

. 'l'l!le .te:f't tlank: of tlt.e 5tk 
- . . 

)l&.:r in.. uesae4 a Slllall cora 1 r iqe on the 'beaela, a ttaoJte.a 

anotU.r 'bo their :f'roat, a 1'Jl were ea•gh.t betwee.ll tires trem. 
-·· -·-· --- ...... . 

:f'rO.D.t a IIIIi rear. '!he nam.e-tllrowe.r was utilized. to very. 

(34l'Peraonal Knowledge; {35) A-1, p. 34; (36) A-+O, eatire 
boot. 

. •··. -· \ . 



good et:f'ect ill this locality. '1'he 'I 'Ilk Jlladus oa the right 

tla.DI!: :ta.a4 aJtout Jhe:·--·:.a]JNil~Oi ;•a the 5th :uariaes ill 
-. . -- '-- .... ,.. . . - ··: . . .. . - ... , .. . ... 

J.aadiJlg, bat nooe8s1,. waTes were ta·ltelt 'll.llder tire trca 

aati-boa t gwaa oa the r ipt tla.DI!: ot tu diTisioa bee.oh aad 

tb&l' had a ditticlllt t:llae elillliaati.ag this stroag poiD.t. '1'J1e 

7th JlariUs had laaclel ia a ool'ULIL ot two battalioas, tlleir 

reaaiD.ing ba ttalioa• '' teiq still atloa t as diTision reserves. 

'!'he 1st aad 5th 11'8riua hai landed two battalions abreast as . . 
hac1. beea pl.a1U184. (37) 

The anti-boat guns already .meatioaed whioh were eatilad-
. . 

1llg the utire beach tram. the DOrth am south 111ere Tery ole

nrly •placed to aocom.plish their purpose. They 11181'8 defil

aded to the sea, dug illto coral· eaves, aDd had tro.m six to 

eight teet. ot coral piled on top ot the •pJ.ac-.eat._. '!'hey 

had been absolutely nnber.med by tl:ae Ship's boabarue.at ad 

aerial bCIIIlbiD.g. '!'heir etteoti'Y8.aeas is appareat trCIIII. the * 
ort ot an aerial ob .. rTer on D-Da7 111m reported thirty-eight 

-· --. . . 

amphibious tractors hit at1d 'buraiag on tl:ae reet. (38). 'l'l:aeae 

guu )lad certai.aly contributed to that score.. (39) 

'l'biJ modi• taak8 ltladed ill the tOliU'th W&Te. Six LC'f'S 

laacled them on the edge ot the reet almost si.multaaeoul:r. 

!here were ti Te ta.all:s loaded oa each LC'l' 111i th an LV'f loahd 

el:ee aear .. t the 11o111. As 1al8 LO'f 'beaolled ti:J.8 LV'!' u ... bar

ked a ad led the liae ot tiTe taalcs acre as tlle reef. :Bach 

LV'f had a tau BOO aboard with a re.dio operator. 'l'bese BOO's 

' guided the tank colmlAB across the reet yerball:r. The taus 

were buttoaed up. At least __ half tb.• taus 111er~ hit ia ~ 

tea .minutes it to ole: tor thll• to ere sa the reet. HoweTer, the 

artillery. aDl .mortatt IIIU~lls di!_ AO dBWlge. pro'ba bly beoause 

(3'1) Personal D.owledge; (38) A-8, P• 292; (39) Persoaal D.oW
ledge. 



the lower h111ls and 8\lspension systems were u.n4er water. (40) 

llllmedia tely inland the tallk:s ran into minet'ields whiell. 

blew the tracks ott five tanks. The rUla1.n4er aee;otiated tM 

minefield safely. The tankers then di•ounted, removed the 

waterproofing, located the co.lllll.8.n4 posts of their respective 

lall.diae; teams, and were c0111Jll1tted. (41) 

'!be enem.1 reacted violent]J' to the laadin.g. The beaehes, 

reef aDd area inlaad wer_e subjected_ to oonataat artillery, 

mortar aJI.4 saall aras tire thl'DUghcut the day. ~re were 

awaerous Slllall looal couater-attacks at the fl.aak:s ot tll.e 

IMiach. 

The 1apanese cCIIIId:ader iBi tiated three coorU:aatM. at

tu;pts to dislodge the lalldine; forces. At 1645 the enem.1 

was readily repulsed 1a an attack on the center of the beaeb

bead, which at that point was at the edge of the airfiel.4. 
.. . ·- - ~ . ... . ~ . --- . --

At 1'740 he directed a thrust at our lett, where the beach

head_ was most shall~, aad was driven ott 1a a heavy tire 

fight. Then at 1'745, he threw ill his aain tbreat. 'l'.b.irt.ea 

lap iults BUpported by infantry drove intc the beacb.heal liu 

just_ at 'lbe regillental boulllary betweea the 5th aad 1st Jlar

ines. .There were about a platoon and a half of our talllts 1a 

this area. Tile infantry took care ot the Ja)ause intaat:r!f 

aad a tank battle roared just above their heads. The thir

teen ••UlY tanlta were quickly dlsposed of _by 011r Sheraaa 

laau, with aa able assist tr~ mea witl1_bazookas. We ~d 

ou tank diaabld. aad s011l8 eanali:Ws aaoag our ill:faatry. 
- -

We also 8111'tered some casualties :fro.m. a llavy plaae which 
- . 

fired rockets 1a a wild atteapt to hit the •-r. teaks, 

wld.cb at .. the. tiae .hat peutrated 011r treat liaas, which were 

llaillly marked with pauls. (4.2} 
40) A-1, P• 34 & l88f (41) A-1, P• 189: {42)A-l, P• 34; A-9, 

p. 46; Persoaal Dowledge. 



At 1227, the diYisioll recon.aaissaaoe oompa.ar bad bele.a 

ordered asmre ani Joi.aed the 7th Karnes. (43) 
,-

At 1600, the division reserv.,aD4 battalion, '1th Karinea 

were ordered in, -and had a di:f'tioult time get-timg over the 

beach and reet. (44) ,-~-ft.,._,_"· 
At 1800, the division h!l.d established a beachhead 3,000 

yards loDg which ave.l'6ged 500 rards in depth. Little prog

ress 12ad been made in the north, the oeater 1111s oa the south

western edge ot the airfield,_ but on the south, the peu

tration was up to 1,500 7&rds. We had o.ae a.ad a halt batta

lioas of pack Howitzers ('15101) ashore, aad alae one aD.d a 

third battalions of 1050 Howitzers. 

Then diTisio:a had paid a stiff }rice to get ashore as 

the dhisioll had a total ot 1,298 casualties oa »-Dar. (45) 

Oa the first night ashore, the Kari:aes were bothered b7 
.. - I •· 

a coastallt ha.rassi.ag tire from artiller,. and aortars, and 

nwaerous aall enemr iDflltration;' parties who attacked the 

Kar i.aes in their m sty eat.renchM •ts. 'l'bere was a tairlJ 
' ' 

well. ooorti.aa ted .rap&ll.ese a ttaok o~ tile isolated CQIIlpallf at. 

the nortll ead ot the beachhead, but it was .DOt the usual 

wild "ba-1" attack which had co• to be regarded as:aor

aal tor the Japanese. Sou ot these enem.r referred to as 

infiltrators were not actually that, but, rather, tllue .lll•n > bad com.e out ot the _caves au dug-outs_ which had DOt beea 

cem.pletelr cleared out aloag the lleaoll. (46) 

'',,,,.NV' OJ'. ISIAJD 
'1'lle next morDimg at daybreak t~ laps started across 

the airfield ill an attem.pted attack, which ac~ally u.ver 

llllterialized, as they were 4riY81l to_cover pre.ctioally aa . . . . . . . . . . . -

(43) (44) A-l, p. 34; (45) A-l, p. 34; (46) A-1, P• 35 and 
PersoDfll ltllowledge •. 



soon as they showed them.selves in the open. 

With artillel'J' preparation, a general attack was ex-

.. _tted at abcu.t 0800. Tbe lst )(ari:oes made nr:r little 

headway advancing QJ.y sneral hu.Ddred yards allfcla:r. _ !he 

5th Mari:oe s, with a coordinated taak,.intantr:r attack, advaa

ced straight across the airfield UDder a hail ot tire of all 

types aad gai.aed the northern e4&e asaiut heavy opposition. 

The '1th Jfarilles wheeled to the ** aad advaDOed slowly 

and steadily against the strongly eat.Nllohed J'aps in tllat 

area. (4'1) 

~· ;raps defe:nsi ve plans ~ envisaged the wi tlldrawal 

of their troops to the hillll in.~ event_ ot a wcoesstal 

Aaerioaa laJJil.i.ug. The JiiBriaes sneranee ot the islalllll oa D 

plus l l:!ad cut ott one or more ltattalions on the sorathera 

end of the iSland, and ~t was the'e ... .,. who woe aow re

sisting the '1th MariD&s. (48) 

On D plus 2, the who.}..e didlioa nauaed the attaok:. B1 

1600, the '1th Jlariaea had captured the southern pruontor:r 

of the isJ.aail. (Jiap C) The 5th J[arill8s ad.vaacec ·.to the 

north~st was aoaew~t slowed whea it ran into maagrove 

swup •. 'l'1l8 1st Jlariau aow realized that in attaok:i.D.g the 

ocral hills it b.ad hit the b,a.rd oore of J'apauae resistaaoe. 

Here the e.ne.,. was at lila beat, auperbly_dJ,C in with his 

weapo.11.s zeroed in oa eTel'J' square inch ot the area to ll18. · 

front. '1'be lat Jfariua w~re forced to esrn 
1
the. lllr.4 wa;r1 n

er:r inch of their adTa.m.ee; and it was beiq uasured out in 

Ucbes, literally. (49) 

On 18 Sept811lber, D plus 3, the 'lth Jlariau oupleted 

tbe oaptur e of the southern portion . of the isla ad. The 

(4'1) A-1, P• 36; A-9, P• 46-4'1; (48) A·9 1 p. 4'1 1 and Persor»ll 
knowledge; (49) A-1, p. 36 aDd Per~-.1 ltnowlelge. 
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l8t diTision released the 2nd Battalioa, 'lth Jfariaes, the 

division reserve, to the lat lle.riaea. (50~ 

The 8th Battalion, Corps Artillery cau ashore and re

gistered in oa~ur ia support or the Slat Army Divisioa. 

(51) 

Oa 19 Sept•ber . 0'1'·5 (the inraatl'J' reg!aeats will heaee

torth be referred to as .,_llat te8Jas) .,.._.,,!,r8n the Jl'prtlelo

lok Area and reached the east coast. C'l'-5 secured the east

ern beaches the tollowiBg day and continued to the north, 

takins the ;J.ittle island north-east ot Peleli\1 by wadiq out 

to it. (Pp C) On tl\8 20th, 0'1'-'1 aoved up on liae taoiq 

to tbe Jl)rth. '!'hey were now in positio:a on the riSilt tlaak 

et 0'1'-l. The construction 'battal10J18 llegan work oa tile air

field, which had not i:aourred . .III.UC.h d•age. 

Air IntelliSeace auouaced o.u. the 20th the. t the.- were 
- -· ~ 

12'1 e.D.eJ17 aircraft on the field. aost ot Which ll$d 'been de

aolishad ia the attack. 

water was still scarce. 'l'he eAgineers were operatiq 

water points at soma Jap wells. utiliziDg purification .alta. 

Tl,le;r were also drilliAS IIOl'e wells. as. contrary te i:atelli

gence reports, trash water could be had rl'OJI wells. However, 

there was ao trash surtace water on the ielaad. 

'l'he tightins was .D:lW a sluggl.Dg .lll8tch with the Japs 

holed up in their natural fortresses. Continued attacks were 
I . 

taillDg to gain an;r appreciallle advaatage. Divisioa issued 

aa order callill8 tor C'f-321 to r6!()lace C'l'-1 ia the attack. 
- - - .. 

CT-321 (the 32lst Intantry Regi.a.eat ot the Blsu ±ntaatry Div-

ision had been ordered a are b;r III Corps) was to press the 

attack: along tlllt low ground to the west or the raage ot coral 

hills. (!lap C) C'f..l was ordered to prrisoa the east coast, 

aad upoa their. relief. by C'l'-1, C'l'-15 was to bec011e the Uv-
Cso) (51), A-1, p. 36. 20 



isioa resel'Te. ·'fld.a relief was to be oompleted by lSOO, 23 
' 

Sept• ber. ( 62) 

The olll'ier ns issued on 23 Septaaber am began to tab 

illuaediate effect. 

Instigated bf tavare.bla patrols and air reconnaissance, 

CT-321 wa a or4e'l"t4 to BU.d a 'ba ttal_ion up the shortli road te 

the west at 1600. 1'his they did, and th~ _battal~oa a4vaaoe4 

appreciably against very little opposition an4 ".lhlg .1a tor tlle 

night. !h., were Will ble to push to their right up into the 

hills, however. (53) 

25 Septu.ber brought the t:ir st sigaa of the eUJRy' a re

sistance cracking. '.rke 32lst tur.ued to the east and attack

ed up t.be ridge i.D. aa att•pt to cu.t the eneay ott 1.11 his 

etroqly defeaded lair. C'l'-321 reached the crest of the 

ridge at 1030. (54) 

Division was quick: to tao advantage of this, their fir

st break ot the operation. At 0945, ther ordered C'l'-1 to 
a 

tab over CT-5' s position which we.re thea primarily in the 
. - . 

l!lllall islands northeast of Peleliu. C'l'-5 ns to be traaa

ported by truck to the west cOa.st, diseabarud, execute a 

passage of linee through CT-321 and attack north with~t de

lay. The obJective tor that day was tbl radio station, (J[ap 

C) on northeaatern Peleliu., a~ost directly Wlder the north

ern hill ass. 0'1'-5 passed thtOlgh C'l'-321 at about 1400 to 

1500, advanced rapidly to the ncr th, in oolUDUl, with the lat 

Battalion as adTance SU-ard, reiatorce4 by a platoon ot tanks. 

They met sporadic resistance all the way,_ but dark:aeu t011d 

thea diggiag in, w.1 th the obJective ta.k'an. (55) 

'l'bat night, the 1st Battalion, C'l'-5 na 8ubJected te 

heavy fire and local cou ntar-a ttaelc:s,. . n 1a believed tlla t the 

;rapaa .... · sighte4-ia several field pieces before dark, as they 
(52) (53) (54) A-1, p. 40,41; <Ji> Peraoaal Knowledge. 



l'ere ubelienbly aocura te in tlud. r nigllt :f'iriq •.. 'fkeae 

en._, field pieces were captured the next day in vicious 

:f'ightillg as CT-5 colltinued the attack:. (56) 

Oil 26 September. CT-5 attacked au captured two klt:J' 

hills in tlle mrtl»r!l hill llfiSS. At t,IB saae time C'l>-381 

made gains.on the lUp grm:ai oa \he kill mass Borth fit 

t~i.eld, aa4 C~,,JUsb.ed a batw)!lea ~ezwarb &ad COil~ 

tactect- C'!'-321• s #iglla; flank:. ( 5'7) 

'1'ha t day, the 26th, plans were being •de ill Division 

Headquarters tor an attack: on Bgesel»us (Jiap C) Oil the :f'ollow

i.ag day, but subsequent events did Mt warrant it. '!'hat 

night the underwater demolition teams were active 1a reeoa

neiteri~ and cleariag the reef conneoti~ Peleliu ama 

ligesebus. '!hey operatect trca APD•s {te). 

By late attemeo.a. o:f' 2'7 September. CT-5 had fought 

its way a.roul'ld the aorthern end o:f' Peleliu a.lld iiruaeUately 

began te :f'OJa its way dna tae east CQEI.st o:f' the westera · 

peninsula. (Kap 0) At tl:le saae tia other elements o:f' 

CT-5 were rapiily gaining control o:f' the hill-mass ill this 

area. 

There were mw definite i.lldica tiolls ot a dellliu ill tlle 

en8JliiF's combat et:f'icieacy., There was a decrease ill his nigll;t· 

activity. By the ead o:f' the day {2'1 septeber) most o:f' 

Peleliu was in AmErican hands. C'l'.'-321 and C'l'-'1 had almost 

contained tl:e enemy in the Umurbrugal Mountain poek:et, aat 

C'l'-5 was wiping out the last vestage o:f' Japs within the 

nortbern hill 1111 ss. 

HGISJBBUS. (KlP 0) . 
• • • 

At 0903• the 3rd Battaltcin, 5tll Jlarines/!~~~~llhore-
(56) Personal Kaowle lil.ge ; 
PersoJIS.l X:mwledge. 

(57) A-1, p. 42; (58) A-l, P• 42 aDA 
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to-shore assault OJl l"~sebae, t111.e tiny is lad aft tM aorth- ' 
• western eoast of Peleliu. 

A heavy eoaceatra tioa at tire trQIR ships, laa4-1Da•4 

artillery a.lld air prece4ed tbe l.antiq. · '.rb8 Oe1"181rs •f 
···'' ' . : .... 

VJU'-114 played aa iJap!t"eSSi'Ye part with tub ..,.. ...... l:Wlll 
. -- . . ' . . .. . - ·-. . ... 

aad st.ratiug sweeps at very low altita4e. · 'l!1l.e 3.ri. !lll\ta

lioa was trauported to :lfsesebus 1a LVIf-'S. '!'hit tint wne 

,... agaia composed e:f LY'f(A) 1S. suteea aeUa taab at

taapted to wade f.roa Pel.elill to· Jlgitsesus oa 'tlle slll.allew oea-
7 

:meotiq reef; at the sb:teea, thirte-t; aade it across, a:at · 

their early npport of tll.e iate..-7 lftv.a. to lie ,_,.,.._.\tle. 
·- - - - . .. . . . . - - . ' - - "' -~ - . ---~ .. 

By ai4-atterMoa _the eatim islaJii -.t lfpnltu •• •. ~~-· · 

with tlu •::tceptioa et a ~11 pooket ·~ _ t111.e •• ~u; .. d . 

tip, aad tlle acljeiaiJDS st~ip of lAJil4 Jm.~a •• Jr.O~ ('JIIa:p 
0) was al&D 1ull.er eoatrol. 'rbe r_eaaiaiD8 poeiDtt waa elea.r

ed out oa the tellowili.S lay. (51) 

"'\' 
Cia the ,.... aar as tille J"geH'ItllS assaw.lt the ether we 

bat taliou of .CT-5 m de aclvaaoes 'lllh1eh just a bnt COIIJl~'fl:~ttl 

the aeUvity o.a the aortaera part of Peleliu. We aew tllra Oll1' 

atteatio:a De.ck to the :fierce battlB of attri'tioa beiq 
·-. . - . 

toupt ·b tl\e hills just aorth or tlae airfield. 

Oa ~8 September the ;rapaese ia this area were ooa

tai:mecl ia a pocket held 'Dy CT-321 011. the .IIPrtli. &D.d ·west ad 

b7 C'.t'-'1 oa tbe south aail east.·· The Ja_pa:aese did JIIOt sea te 

be ta)lea b7 tile tnr.a of eveats. 11leit111ilr CUlbat teu was 

aald.q aucll ]Jea4wa;r. 

Oa tlle .aigll.t of tlle 21th, the· J•paaese iait~teil 4es

pera te raid~ oa C'l'-'1. - -J.••ll.lts _ elantl to, 'Dayout raage 

(59) A-1,_ F. 43; Personal J:mo11!'1.eilge. 
-- ~ 
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with the 7th repulsing tll•. Still there had beell no attacks 

on the old frenzied. "ba.i" patte.rn on the part of the ,Taps. 

(60) 

EMilY lead Oil Peleliu on 28 sept81!lloer was estimated at 

8,450 aDd we had 125 prisoners of war, prillcipally Koreaas. 

Our losses Oil Peleliu at this~· were 7~1 killed ill·tetioa, 

3,777 weuaded ia actioa, aad 369 aissiag in aetioll, or a 
. • • - 1" • 

total of 4,937. '!'he 32lst C'l' :bali lqwt 33 killed, 182 w0\'l.de4, 

alii 'I iaissi.ag, or 222 altopt:bar. 

Plaas for wi thdrawiag the :t11"st Mlialo.a of ths Firat 

Dinsioa were oatliaed ia lloveaeat ort:er 3-44. '!'hs organi

zatiens coacer.aed u~e ready to ioa4 oa 29 Septe.U•l"• . (U) 

oa 2! septeaber, orga.D.ize4 en.., ruiataace ~-':.-. a 

halt ex .. )t in the gri.ml.:r ietedei pHtat north of tll8 air

field. 

Also on 29 ~pteaber, 0~32l relieved tlle 3rd Battalioll, 

C'r-5 oa Ngesebus. 

0'1'-5, had cleared cut the entii'e nortll ead of the isla.H 

with the exeeptioas or oae large cave~ 0'1'-7 relieved the 

ar.my unit on its left. 

On this s!lll.e date th& LV'l'(A) '8 thllt were patrolliag the 

reef north of Peleliu killed a bout UQ Japs in. aall boats. 

who were appareatly t~iag to leave tJae·. isl.allll. '!'his .-)1 
included Belay otfieers. (62) 

As Septe.111.ber fUlled tlle pock& t i~ t)l,e UBnl.r'brugal ••otor. 

had berea sed te a. sull area oD.l.y 900 yard a ia. le.agtr11. by . 

400 yards b. wMth! '!'he airfiel.ll was eperatiTe, and base 

develepaeD.t was pl(!lllfleeti.ag. . . .. 

The last day of Septeaber al.n saw the llari.n.e ti~hters (p~J 
. . ' . . ' -. . 

(61) A-1, P• 44; (60) A-1. P• 41'1, 44; (62) AJl, P• 45. 



join in on an attempt to eliminate the costly islam of 

Jap resistance. They dropped twenty 1,000 lb. bombs accu

rately on t:be enemy positions. 'nlese planes bombed withia 

1,000 yards of their own ruDay. '!'hey approached the tar

get 1111 th their wheels and flaps down released their bombs, 

circled aDd lamed. The bombing was very accurate, bu.t 

seemed to achieve DD particularly advantageous results • 

. The Japanese cmld undoubtedly see them talting off, a:a4 

naturally took adva.m.tage of tl»ir r8111irka"Dly bombproof 

positio:os. (63) 

Early October saw constant attacks by the Aaerioa:n 

forces with very small gains. EYery day was taking its toll 

from our battle-wearied troops. '!'he rifle oOIIlpanies had been 

hit very hard by casualties. 'l'he heat and constant grid 

had added to the lessening ot their 00.111.bat efficiency. 

Early October alED ushered in high wi.nds and mouiting 

seas, which hampered and finally hal ted loadisg activities. 

Air supply had 11:1 be resorted to as '\:be wi.nds reaehed near

typhoon velocities. (64) 

On2 October, C'f-ll!ad sai~ed far Pavu:w.. 

constant pressure was beimg applied to the ;apan~se._ 

0'1'-'1 reinforced by tbe 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines maie good 

gains on 3 Octobert Knocking out liWl.llY caves and pillboxes. 

(65) 

captured lap .orders dated as late as 1 October iruUcated 

that they were still well ordered and disciplined. (66) 

on 5 Oo to ber, C'f-5 relieved C'f-'1 on the per iae'ter, 

of ~~l)P1ook:et, and im.DIIadiatelr captured an impertant hill 

that~d up the advanee for days. (6'1) 

(63) A-8, P• 309; (64) A.;.S, P• 310; (65) A-1, p. 49; (66) A-
1, P• 49; {67) A-1, p. 49. 
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Records are inea.plete here_ as to who now had respon-

. sibility tor oontaiai.mg the Japaaese en the Westera slopes 
- .. - . 

of the pocket. A_ Jteterogeaeous toree et artiller7Jt.ea, 

pieneers, · e.mgineers, a .ad ot.ber ·service troops llad tak:ea ever 

tlilis assigaeat a1tout t.be 29th or Septe'ber. 'l'he '71;lll 

IIEiriae• bfHi cullll.pletf14 t.bi s periJUter aad the 5th Jlariaea llai 

relieTed them, as stated aoeve. CT-321 had been assigaed 
. - . . - .. - . 
garriaDn duties oa Ngesebus, northern Peleliu and a few 

smaller islan4s to the north. (6S) 

Fro.11. 5 oeto'ller-14 October, CT-5 .11.ada nns"t;ant attaeks 

e.a the Japause, alowly aa.k:ing sll.ort ad:ra11.oes utiliziq the 

supl'ort 1tf taa_ks, fla.BI.e-tll.rowers, .uwated oa LVT'S, ad 

artillery firing direct tire oa the caTes from the north

ern ed~e of the airfiel4. Oa oaa eooasioa duriq this 

J>&riod, the 3rd Battalio.a of the 5tll. Jlariaas droTe iato the 

.81.8.in pocket, capt\U'iDg all of the .low grouacl ad :~~.ev.traliz:-

ing dozeaa ot caTes 'l'hey were uuable to hold these posit~oas 

with tl!B e.ll&llly so strougly esoeneell 0:11. the high ground, aa4 

wit:bdrew at dark. (69) 

On 14 October the Marines of Jlariae AU Grou.p ll tln 

a strike 0:11. the hill couatry still ilL eaeay.ha:~~.ds, dropping 

Napal..BI. bQII.bs on the~~... 'fli.is was qai te a tieklisla .BI.iSSJioa. 

as. the Japanese were compressei into a . Tery saall area 

and the bGmbs were actually eJI.ly belly-ta.lll.)l:s filled with a 

Bapal..BI. .11.ixtve. The Japs offered a relatinly. uall . ~rpt 

and there was daage.r et hittiug ow own troops. Hewner. 

the .11.issioa was flown successfully. 

DiTision isned aa order late oa 13 october orderiag 

OT-321 to relieve C~5. The period_l4 te 1B oet~ier was 

(68} A-6, p. 31; Ptrsonal :O.Owledge; (19) A-1, p. 48,50; 
Personal bow ledge. 
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spent in effecting this relief'. ( '10) 

'!he III Phib Corps isBiled an order en 20 October, 

directing the Coamandiag General,.Slst Iatantr,r Division to 

talllil collllll8nd of the eo111.bat tor ces in the Southern Palaus, 

incluling CT-5, whicil was to reaaia for garrialll duty utll 

relined bt amy forces. ('71) 

CT-'1 was alerted by li!.OTiilJUnt erder f/4-44 to prepare 

to eabark for FavuTU, Russell Islands •. 'fhe c:. a.. lst lfariu 

DiTision, his staff, allll a part of' division headquarters de

parted Peleliu at 2300, 20 October, 1944. ('12) 

On the final count Qt casualties it eaa be peroeive4 

that the 1st Division suffered a great .IIIIUY loens i• !Ja• 
assault on, and eaptur111 of' this small is].apA, 1,12.4 ifil•• 
5,024 woWlded, ll'l missing, for a total of 6,265. 'fJle 

;raps had bad 10,695 Jll8l1 kUled aa.d 301 capture4.. ('13) 

'fhe r8111aillillg regi.llent a ad its suppertiJ¥; units, to

gether comprising O'f-5 rftlaimd ia !&l'l'iilon 4uty uatil 16 

October Wider Brig. a.ea. o. P. smith, tbe assietu.t 

Division Oo.lllllaader. At that time they were re:Ueved ef 
, 

garrison em ty, begaa _ loa~!q a board ship$, a.llll saUM. for 

FavuTU on 30 Oeteber, t~ OCIJapletise; t:M lst lfariu Biv• 

isioa 1 s operation at Peleliu. ('14) 

('IO)A-1, P• 50; (71} ('12) (.V3) A-l, p. 52: ('14) A-l, p. 53. 
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ABALYSIS AHD CRI'fiCISI( 

In aDB.lyzing t.l:e operation let's consider .first the 

nature e.t' tbe terrain o.t' tbe objective, Pelelill Islam • 
.v•1~>•) . 

'!'his amphibious target W"itselt restricted tm tactics 

ot t l:e invader. 

'l'he ree.t' surrQlndiag the island preseated an obstacle 

to be overccae in the initial la.ndi.ag of troops and the 
• heaTY weapons so necessary to establish a fixa beach-head 

ashore. 

Next, the width ot beaches, the Jlll8.agrove swamps, aad 

the hill mass limited the selection ot beaches. The east 

coast was made objectionable by the heavy maagl'l!lve and lew 

swampy sectors. The south presented· 110 beaches extensive 

enough for a division's landing. '!'he north-west coast was 

overlo~ked by the rugged esearpaent sel'eral hundred yards 

inland. TliiB. north was in&cess~ble except to boa.ts. _willA-. . 

i.ag tlU'ough isla.Dd paHages which ea~q.4_. )HI. e.a:tiladed tr0111. 

. l»tlt aidea. 'l'hua, by a precess of iol&tion, the south

west coast's beacbes seemed to ))e a !Mliltioa te the Pl'ftl• • 
. '·,. ·-

The Japa.use, 1.111. tis dotueaif: 'flhei a lltllr aiJti,teat-

ion o.t' defensive tactics d.issiaiiar fl'l!lm their ptedecessors 

in the !larianas and el~tlkere. Perllaps this is tlue to the 

tact tlat they hEi« u,Wss to tbe lessou lear:aed iJa tbll 

Marianas. At aay rate ,.that they had learned was ably 

deaonstrated in tbeir- eonduct ot tbll defense. 

'fb.e J'apanese cODllllander planaed thoroughly and well. 

He had his troops oonstmot .t'ortiticatioDS stro.ag enough to 

withstam t.bil pre-iavasioa llombarbeat. His coaceJI was to 

lay domant d~JIS this phase, 4ete.lld the beaches lightly 

88 



iDsofar as in:t'antry strength was concerned, but strongly 

with well observed as pre-registered fire, and to counter

attack: tl» first evening, prior to the estalllishlllent ot a 

fim. beach-head by the invailers. He devised plans to with

draw toops, during tlB first da~ from the ~~luhes not en

gaged and counter-attack with his aa:z:imu strength, using 

his tanks with infantry support. 

Ultimately, if his previous efforts had tailed to U:s

lodge the Americans, the Jap commander's plan called for a 

last-ditch stand in tm lJ.DI.urbrogal Moutains area so abir

abi;r wited to this pttrpose. Ill this way, he wa.tld be able 

to prevent operation ot the airfield base 4evelopment., aJ!Ul 

exact the extreme price possible in American lives. 

The Japanese cCIIIIIDI.alder conceived of seven different 

plans for oountl!lt'-attacks to tit all situations 1» cleeiUd 

imaginable tar the first day of the larding. 

Why did the defense tail? '!'he Jap had tailed to 

reek:on with ttte _ingenuity a.nd •aterial strength of the Aaer

icans in getting their tanks asbore so early in the lallClillg 

a ttelll.pt. Ill addition, when b8 eOIIllli tted his tanks the 

first atterni:)On, they aade the . tatal error, after haTiq 

penetrated oar_lines, ot engaging eur superior tanks in a 

tank: battla; i.Utaad of oontittuiag te the vital lleaoh 

area a.Dd artillery pGsitio:u, mioh were only a few hun

dred yards away tr011 \h&l.. 

Allother error on the part ot the Jap Oo.lllll.ande.r was his 
I . 

failure to wi thd.raw his to roes tro• the south in tilll& to pre-

vent their being out ott there. As it was, this :f'o.roe of 

lii.Ore than a. battalion did not pos~ nearly the problalll. ff)~ 

the Jlarb,es, that they would have, lied taey aug~~~.ented the 



force in the hills. 

'1'lle attack ou ~turall:v be clividai i.Jtt4· Ui/rN· p.Use~ 
-.--- ,, - ...... " ·-

tl:B J.a.ading a.ad es;MS'Dliab.iaeat et tl:B ._.~hea4~. b .. ,.,. 
. .. . . ·.··'·· .............. - ............ . 

tl1l'e of the low graa D4 and tlul oentatlling a.i sra~uai . elilll-

The first of the .phases was aehieved eXpeiitiouslt _, 
·- - . --

the aggressive applicatian o'r alll.phibieus teehldques laarui 
' 

b:v this aDd other d1 visiens in tb& Pao1 tic in aio IIISD.Y priel' 

qpb.i'b ious opera t.iD l!ls. 

'!'he second phlase of oapturiq: tM lew ll'O_und was achiend. 
' in a silllilar wo:r.lalua.allke .a!UUil' · ....,, tllat t._ e:ql].oiti.ag. 

- .. - ,.,,._., ·-----·· . 

ot the weaknes_s of the 1:". ;l_ll,l,:ua~ oa -~• Jlllll'tk·~~ten _pa

;JI.mla wotl.d be.ve_ t;,eea _l;luioker be._d. tlte ruo~naisPJillte o_t 

tjlat area beea 111ore eo111ple~e aa4 agsressive. _AlSO: •or•. ta~s 

would ll!in beea iavaluable, aad we were gullt:v of Wlier-
- . . . . . - - . - .,, -. -. . .. . -.. -. ; . 

estilll8.tiag the ens:v in _mu.r failure te bri~ all ot the 

JHdi-. taak:a with us :f'ro111 the stagi:a& uea. 

'1'll.e containing ef the eu11&7 was a u.sterly si>roke; n.~ 
- . " - . - - ... -- . - . - ' .. ·" . . -·- . -

he stoe4 us. €lff for toe lollg aDd enetad tee high a~ tell iJl 

.Amerieaa lives. '!his _draWJl out taatlll& et tlta eperatte:a allow

ell the aeetl ,tor SOllie Dew-t,.pe of _pewerh.l weapoa. fer ~e 

anaililatioa or a tauatieal enemy so heavil:v t0rtitied. Oar 

weapaas that are aieflllllte to blast sul!l 4eteANs eouli Jllet . - -·- .. 
be broughtl to bear. · ;p,;;j,u not tallk eoua:trr, artiller.r ceuld 

•... .. ' . . . . . - . . -""'' '""'" - . ~ " . . " . . -- -- . -- .. -. . . .. -- . ~ . . .. 

not take the targe~ liUIIier tire, Iliad llta•tac_ tr0111. ainra:rt 
.. . ·. \ 

was aa the al18111e~·· J:'el:':tulP• ~'~• hturet, lA~ge oali'IDer 

reii!Oille_ss weapons, haa4-earried, eaa 4o the job. 

Furt-1'11101'8 • it ••• t be reoocnla•4 by' ee.-ant•r•) the. 1i 

high ce.ftalty rates have aD aa.verse etteot on tighti.ag etti-



otaD.oy ot lower in.tra:ntry units cut ot all proportioa to their 

perceD.tage ot total 11.Wllber. It has bee11. estialated oa the 

results ot World war I! tl!a t 901& of the oanalties ia a 

divisioD. are iD.ourred forward of the battalioa commaDd post. 

A Tery high proportion of these oasudties ocov uong the 
. . . 

Juaior Officers and aon-cCIIUilissionecl officers. Heaoe, whea 

a cliTiSion h.as bad over 5,000 casualties the fightiq 

effioieaoy or the nine iatantry battalions .bas been nriou

sly ijpaired. It is tll.erefore belieTed that ia the latte:r 

phase ot this operation, the oo:ntiamd attaeking with the 

worn-out battalioas of tbe ls.t Di'Vision was less et1"eetin 

than their relief by the relatiTely fresh troops at tlae 

Slat U. s. Infantry DiTision woo.ld han beea. ·'' 

There were not too many "lesse;as learned" duriq this 

ope a tiDD, ratllllr a Dwaber of old lessons were l:lrought ~ore 

~M'Iibly to mi:ad • 

Among t lB se were : h/ 
(l) The Japanese swito71n ooaoept of d~tease.frem 

a strong defense ot the beaches. to oae more ia depth was a: 

consideration fer future plaaners at amphibious operatioas. 

'l'll8 same ean be said fer his tailur• to waste his maa.

power in headloDg, reckless, ana ucoordinated "ba•1" 

attaekll. 

(2), Any remailling nstige fit a 'belief in the 
. .. . -, .-.. . . . ' ' 

ettioieacy of naval guat1re and aerial beab1DS as weapoas 
C().W'\ --·i 4 444 - ' 

that eottld crush reaistanoe waa utterly aeatroyed. ft .. ........ . . 

(3) 'fhat ..._.bgly •ftDGtlnta"ble ph.J'ilioal pro-

blema, such as the early la:ading ot tanka under the axis-

' 



te11.t circumstaDOes, can be selve4 with the applioa111oa 

et b.dustry, iJI.genui ty, a :ad aggressivs.aeu. 

· (4) "llever u.aderest:S.aat• the euQ"! !'his 

pri.aeiple, though seeAti.agly trite, was defi.aitely .ruaJ1l

asized, as the .rap oo.aiuoted a :tieroe, aasterful ietuse. 

(6) '!'bat the pri.aeiple o:t "d1m.i.ai81liq retu.as" 

has applioatio.a to tlle contilluel!l utilizatioa of intaat.ry 

units decimate4 ~ easualtiea. 
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